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This paper expands on theoretical frame-
works about how Latinx immigrants' inter-
actions with space can be compromised due
to perceptions of hypervisibility in the United
States in relation to the current political
climate. The fear of being in public spaces
stems from the negative consequences that
interactions with public spaces can have for
Latinx immigrants due to a lack of citizen-
ship status in the United States, and can
prevent access to important resources, inclu-
ding healthcare resources, in the communi-
ties where they live. This paper develops a
conceptual framework that describes how
political climate affects Latinx immigrants'
perceptions of space and the resulting
effects on healthcare access. Feedback
from Latinx immigrants in suburban Chi-
cago about their perceptions of healthcare
facility spaces in the United States is includ-
ed to determine if fear or other factors do
or do not prevent them from accessing
healthcare. These experiences address the
idea that the citizenship status of a person,
and the governmental structures that make
people with non-citizenship status vulnera-
ble can affect their comfort within health-
care spaces. Using geographic ideas of con-
text, composition, and the political and eco-
nomic structural forces shaping healthcare
and immigration policy, this paper exam-
ines how fears and perceptions of space
constrain healthcare accessibility for
Latinx immigrants, who already lack
access due to not being covered under the
Affordable Care Act.
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