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“TAL COMO SOMOQOS (JUST AS WE ARE)”
FILM SCREENING AND DISCUSSION

JESUS RAMIREZ-VALLES, PH.D., M.P.H.
Filmmaker and Professor and Director of Community
Health Sciences, School of Public Health,

University of lllinois at Chicago

"Tal Como Somos (Just As We Are)” reveals what it's like to
be Latino yet not fit the cultural ideals of man, woman, and
family. This feature length documentary follows the lives of
six Latino gay and bisexual men and a transgender woman
capturing their shared realities: the love and separation
from their families, the support of friends, the struggle with
religious faith, the unRindness of the school years, the
alienation created by race and immigration, and the courage
to confront adversity and HIVV/AIDS.

JesusRamirez-Vallesisascholar, filmmaker,andan advocate
of Latinoand GLBT health. He is author of the award-winning
booR, “Companeros: Latino Activists in the Face of AIDS”
(2011) and creator of "Tal Como Somos/Just As We Are.” He
was named one of the “Top Gay Latino Activists who Have
. , — ; Broken Boundaries” by the Huffington Post. Dr. Ramirez-
" ednesduy, March 5. 204 Valles has received awards from the National Institutes of
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