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The Mexican Repatriation program
executed during the Great
Depression accounted for over
one million Mexican removals,

a startling sixty percent were
U.S. citizen children. This article
challenges dominant historical
narratives to underline the
unconstitutional banishment of
U.S. citizen children. Using race,
class, gender, and generation as
categories of analysis and relying
on the multigenerational oral
histories of the Rodriguez Molina
family, this study recovers and
rewrites the history of banishment
of working class U.S. citizens of
Mexican descent. Every family
experienced banishment in very
particular ways but all shared as
sense of injustice. The Rodriguez
Molina family specifically speaks
to the prolonged consequences of
a state imposed illegality, inherited
across generations, resulting in
what I refer to as a transgenera-
tional illegality that has been
nearly impossible to overcome.
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